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Dear Friends,

On behalf  of  First Tee of  Metropolitan New York, we hope you and your families are well, as we all seek to overcome the challenges 
presented by the Covid-19 crisis. 

Our Annual Impact Report for 2019 tells many wonderful stories from last year about what our students have achieved through First 
Tee - and also includes details of  our response to the pandemic and how we are serving our students and their families since its onset 
in early 2020. In speaking with parents and participants, who are now back at our Campuses and on the golf  course for summer in a 
safe manner, they have expressed their gratitude and appreciation for providing critical social-emotional support throughout this time. 
A common theme has been that the Core Values and Life Skills we teach helped young people in First Tee cope with the uncertainty 
and isolation sheltering at home created and is demonstrated in our Profiles in Perseverance through their experiences.

This year has also been one where the continued struggle for racial justice and equality in our country has come to the forefront. At 
First Tee, our mission has always been focused on serving young people who have traditionally lacked the access to the game and 
its benefits. Through your support, we are working hard to pave the way for a more inclusive future to address these issues head on 
in a positive way. As an organization explicitly dedicated to increasing golf ’s gender and ethnic diversity, while providing educational 
programs and college prep, First Tee is uniquely positioned to be a primary leader in the game moving forward.

With the further development of  Campus locations which are accessible and welcoming  
to all, coupled with purposeful outreach to minority youth and those in need, we provide 
a home for programs that help close the opportunity gap that persists. Looking ahead,  
golf  and its built-in social distancing also give First Tee a distinct advantage over other  
youth programs - and in collaboration with our municipal partners such as Essex County 
in NJ, Nassau County on LI and NYC Department of  Parks - we are developing  
high-quality classical designs normally reserved for private clubs, and setting a model for  
public golf  through sustainable open space development. This includes several new  
capital projects and “Learning Links” that are in the works, and continued investment  
in staff  and scholarship resources to prepare students for the Path to College.

Next year, First Tee of  Metropolitan New York will celebrate its 20th Anniversary –  
from a time when we had just one facility in the Bronx serving a handful of  kids in 2001.  
Thanks to your support, and that of  so many others, we now reach thousands of  youth  
annually with more than a dozen Campuses and Affiliate sites. As we rededicate ourselves  
to this effort and expand in the future, we thank you all for your support and involvement 
in providing for young people in our community, and hope you enjoy these stories about 
the impact you are making. Through this effort and your generosity, we can be proud  
of  what we are doing today, while also being part of  building a better society for  
everyone and leaders for the next generation.

Ed Brockner  
Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MESSAGE

As an organization 
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to increasing golf’s 

gender and ethnic  
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leader in the game  

moving forward.
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lesson videos created 
and housed

FIRST TEE ONLINE
In March 2020, when the New York Met Region became the epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak in America, we recognized the 
necessity for our programs and providing a crucial service to our communities - some of which are the most vulnerable 
populations - would be needed more than ever. Without skipping a beat, our staff pivoted to create our new “First Tee Online” 
platform. This allowed us to bring our golf and educational programs to life via virtual learning, responsibly and safely, in the 
comfort of our participants' homes!

While new obstacles have been presented to nearly everyone, in true First Tee spirit we always apply the Nine Core Values to our 
approach in overcoming challenges to become even better and that’s exactly what we have done and will continue to do.

1200+
650+
9000+
750+
200+

FROM MARCH - JUNE 2020

COVID-19 RESPONSE TO CRISIS

participants 
served 

hours of  
instruction 

golf  lessons 
taught 

hours of  academic 
tutoring and educational  
resources provided
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Aaron attends Albert Leonard Middle School, in New Rochelle and 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2020, it was the first school Governor Cuomo 
closed after announcing New Rochelle had the first reported case 
of  Covid-19 in New York. Kira’s theme with Aaron became, “The 
school building may be closed, but learning continues.” 

Aaron enrolled in First Tee Life Skills and Education programs
in 2014 when he was in the 2nd grade. Since that time, Program 
Director, Karen Les Pierre shares that his grades and organizational 
skills have improved dramatically. Karen didn’t miss a beat when First 
Tee’s campuses were closed due to the virus and immediately tutored 
Aaron, utilizing FaceTime. 

Aaron has been diagnosed with ADHD and needs additional help 
understanding instructions. Aarons mother Kira says, “First Tee 
sessions have benefited Aaron greatly. The online learning program is 
preparing him well for Stepinac High School and has been a blessing 
in disguise.” Aaron will attend Stepinac in Fall 2020 which focuses 
on virtual learning. Karen’s learning techniques include having Aaron 
read assignment instructions out loud and then explain them to her, 
in his own words. Kira says this helps Aaron tremendously with his 
ADHD. Thus far, Karen has tutored Aaron in Latin, math, ELA, 
Global History, and science. Their plan is to continue online/distance 
tutoring and to work on conquering understanding the steps in math 
word problems, which are his weakness.

In addition to helping Aaron with his academics, where he is learning 
about WWI, the Great Depression, and WWII, Kira is teaching him 
how those times relate to today and food must be rationed. While 
home, they are learning to conserve food, so much “ so that Aaron 
learned how to make dumplings from scratch.

The game Monopoly has also been a positive learning tool dur- 
ing the solitude with his mother. “Aaron has learned to be patient 

throughout the game. As soon as he made enough money in the 
game, he paid off  his bills and taxes,” says Kira. She went bankrupt 
and Aaron won the game with assets. From playing Monopoly, Kira 
realized Aaron was able to process priorities, patience and adjust to 
adversity, especially when at one point he ended up in Monopoly jail. 
He used his assets to get himself  out of  jail. She used that analogy 
to help Aaron understand the current health situation and how with 
patience and tenacity, he can set priorities and overcome adversity, 
which are life skills he learned from First Tee coaches and educators.

Kira says, “I love First Tee, because they have great programs for the 
kids. Aaron will take individual golf  lessons and Practice & Play in 
the fall. He has really matured with First Tee. If  it wasn’t for you all, I 
don’t know where we would be.”

Aaron Hall-King and his mother Kira reached out to First Tee Met NY, 
the minute we announced First Tee Online learning and tutoring.

 

Aaron Hall-King

“ He has really matured with First 
Tee. If  it wasn’t for you all, I 
don’t know where we would be. 

Kira (Aaron’s Mom)

PORTRAITS
OF PERSEVERANCE
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When Morgan Mackenzie Joseph started playing golf  at First Tee 
in Brooklyn, she quickly realized she liked it and was a good player. 
She enjoyed spending time at First Tee, began taking golf  lessons 
with First Tee coaches and enrolled in the Path to College Program 
to improve her academics.

By the time she applied for college, her golf  skills, combined with 
academic preparation and determination opened the door for  
acceptance at Duke University.

Last summer Morgan was accepted to the KPMG Future Leaders 
Program led by former U.S. Secretary of  State, Condoleezza Rice. 
As a part of  the program, Morgan receives golf  lessons at her 
school with a golf  professional.

Covid-19 has not stopped Morgan. She attributes her ability  
to persevere, to the mentoring, coaching and tutoring she  
received at First Tee Met NY. Morgan began a non-profit, “The  
Empowerment Hub” in 2017 to assist inner-city kids with free 
tutoring. She now delivers services to students in grades k-12,  
providing free online tutoring. Currently 50 tutors (all are alumni 
from Horace Mann School, where she too attended) work with over 
60 students. She is averaging about 2 new students each day.

Morgan Mackenzie Joseph
“I hope during difficult times like these, we will remember the 
strength of  community. I also hope we realize and remember how 
impactful we are as a society when we lead with our hearts. As I 
think about my time as a participant at First Tee, I am reminded
of  the good parts of  humanity. The memories of  coaches like 
Arod and Lizzy who showed each and every student what it means 
to have compassion, understanding and love in your heart. I am 
reminded we were not just golf  students who attended class every 
week, we were friends turned into family. I am greatly appreciative 
of  First Tee and hope as we navigate this uncertain time, we  
continue to support programs giving kids the tools to have a  
fighting chance and a promising future,” Morgan Joseph.

First Tee Met NY Program Directors, Karen LesPierre and Mark 
Cognata have taken Zoom by storm. They immediately addressed 
the critical issue of  school closings due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
by expanding education programs and implementing an online/  
distance learning curriculum that goes above and beyond for  
families with limited resources.

They delivered over 200 hours of  virtual Individual Tutoring in 
March and June, with priority given to our most at-risk students. 
Teens at our Plainfield and Bronx campuses currently enrolled in 
the ACE Scholars program participated in structured Zoom classes 
and lessons designed to prepare them for success at the most 
prestigious schools in the region. In addition, hundreds of  hours 
were spent online and over the phone, helping participants navigate 
the college and high-school application process through the College 
Prep and Advisement program. They are gearing up to offer

Summer STEM online. The 6-week Summer STEM Academy will 
be entirely online focused on the sciences, computer programming 
and literacy.

PORTRAITS OF PERSEVERANCE
First Tee Alumni taking Lessons Learned to Kids in Need

Zooming Forward with First Tee’s Education Team

Karen LesPierre and Mark Cognata
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• Mosholu Golf  Course, Bronx, NY (Headquarters)
• Eisenhower Park Golf  Course, East Meadow, NY
• Plainfield West 9, Edison, NJ
• Weequahic Park Golf  Course, Newark, NJ

CITY PARKS FOUNDATION
The City Parks Foundation and First Tee partner to provide  
programs at the PLAYer and Par level at two primary locations  
at Dyker Beach Golf  Course in Brooklyn and Flushing Pitch  
and Putt in Queens. In addition, free TARGET level introductory  
programs to more than 1,000 students each year at 12 park  
locations bringing golf  and life skills to students throughout NYC. 

AFFILIATE SITES
Based at driving ranges or indoor golf  locations, Affiliate sites 
teach First Tee instructional programs up to the Par level acting 
as feeders connected to Campus sites.
• Cantiague Park – Hicksville, NY
• Chelsea Piers - New York, NY
• Game on Golf  – Westchester, NY
• PGA TOUR Superstore – Westbury/Paramus

CAMPUS AND 2019 PARTICIPANT IMPACT
First Tee Met New York operates five primary campus locations, 
including our partner facility with the City Parks Foundation in 
Brooklyn. Each of these locations include a full range of 
programming with full time staff, classroom space for both golf  
and educational programs and golf course access. 

CAMPUSES

FIRST TEE MET NEW YORK PARTICIPANTS
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TARGET

PLAYers

PAR

age 5 & 6

age 7 - 9

age 9 & up

From age 5 through 18, youth progress through the Life Skills Curriculum by demonstrating  
First Tee Nine Core Values, life and golf  skills as well as passing an assessment. All participants 
regardless of  age start at the PLAYer level. The pinnacle of  First Tee is completing ACE. The Life 
Skills Curriculum is delivered by First Tee coaches. They create positive relationships that inspire youth 
to discover their individual potential.

Provides a fun and safe introductory 
environment that creates curiosity 
about the game of  golf  with the 
focus on playing games to engage 
the juniors with one another and the 
coaching staff.

At age 6, Jonathan Lirosi enrolled 
in First Tee Met New Yorks’ Target 
program at the CityParks Junior
Golf  Center. He worked on his
game and made tons of  new friends. 
Jr. Golf  Center Director, Bob  
Sorenson, says “In addition to having 
a golf  swing I’ve spent 50 years  
trying to find, what impresses me 
most about Jonathan is his attitude 
and awareness. He loves practicing 
and always with a smile and an 
eagerness to learn. He has amazing 
leadership skills and encouraged 
other Target students”. Next step, 
PLAYer level and he can’t wait to get 
safely back out onto the course to 
practice, play and see all of  his First 
Tee friends.

Introduces and integrates the  
9 CORE Values into the classroom 
and on course play.

Welcome and Showing RESPECT. 
COURTESY Toward Others.  
RESPONSIBILITY for the Course. 
The HONESTY of  PLAYers.  
Modeling SPORTSMANSHIP.  
Developing CONFIDENCE.
Using Good JUDGMENT.  
Playing with PERSEVERANCE. 
Living with INTEGRITY.

Nassau participants Stella and Sophia 
Travalos showed perseverance as they 
navigated through the challenges of  
Covid19. The twins were enrolled 
in First Tee PLAYer program in the 
Spring of  2020 when Coronavirus hit 
New York. Stella and Sophia learned
a new core value each week through 
an interactive zoom call with coach-
es while tweaking their swing in the 
living room. The girls would hit the 
range and course with dad and report 
back on zoom with their progress. As 
a result of  First Tee Online, they have 
improved their game, learned valuable 
life skills and have enrolled for  
multiple programs this summer.

Provides a fun and safe introductory 
environment that creates curiosity 
about the game of  golf  with the 
focus on playing games to engage 
the juniors with one another and the 
coaching staff.

Plainfield participant Harish Jade is a 
perfect example of  being able to find 
your own ‘Personal Par’, which refers
to how YOU usually perform in golf, 
at school or at home. Harish played 
in a lot of  tournaments last year and 
would often report back to us he 
was unhappy with his performance. 
His ‘Personal Par’ was not where he 
wanted it to be and he decided to 
make a change. By working harder 
at his game and continuing to push 
forward, he was able to improve his 
tournament finishes and set a higher 
‘Personal Par’ standard for himself!”

LIFE SKILLS CURRICULUM
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BIRDIE age 10 & up

age 12 & up

age 14 & up

EAGLE 

ACE

12EAGLE

“Certifying to ACE was an accomplishment 
that changed my view of  the world and 
myself. In ACE, I matured and worked
independently and collaboratively to build 
my character and future.

Jessica Jiao

BIRDIE age 10 & up

age 12 & up

age 14 & up

EAGLE

ACE

12EAGLE

“Certifying to ACE was an accomplishment
that changed my view of  the world and 
myself. In ACE, I matured and worked 
independently and collaboratively to build 
my character and future.

Jessica Jiao

Focuses exclusively on goal setting 
and how to go about achieving both 
long term and short term goals both 
on and off  the golf  course with high 
school/ college academic preparation 
along with competitive opportunities 
with local, regional and national 
golf  competitions.

We were introduced to Madison Rios 
through our outreach program with 
the Mosholu-Montefiore Community 
Center. She then enrolled in our Life 
Skills Curriculum at Mosholu. In 2018 
Madison spent anywhere from 10-20 
hours a week during the spring, fall 
and summer working on her golf  
with the end goal of  making the PGA 
Junior All Star team and moving up 
to Birdie. She spent hours with the 
coaches identifying improving all 
areas of  her game and worked hard 
using drills provided by the coaches 
to improve. To “ get extra practice in 
at home, she even chipped into her 
bathtub. She qualified for the Birdie 
level and the all-star team in 2019! Her 
match was key for the team to qualify 
for the regional finals. What is most 
impressive about Madison is her “I 
can do anything” mentality.

Focuses on wellness and health for 
the mind and body as well as conflict 
resolution, diversity, and explores the 
various jobs in the golf  industry.

What a joy it was for the Newark
campus to have Jada Fowlkes enroll as 
a participant. She arrived at the Birdie 
level with the goal of  moving up to 
Eagle within the year, and she did. She 
was the first to arrive and the last to 
leave. She became a leader for other 
participants. The Covid-19 quarantine 
did not hold Jada back. She applied the 
Eagle core lesson to her daily routine; 
‘Staying well for life’. She eagerly signed 
up for online lessons 5 to 6 days a week 
and did not miss one workout over the 
course of  12 weeks. She continues to 
ask, “Is there anything I can help with 
during this time?” Jada has applied the 
Eagle lessons to her life and found a 
way to stay extremely positive.

Focuses on personal planning, 
reinforces interpersonal commu-
nication, self-management, goal 
setting and self-coaching. ACE 
encourages giving back to the 
community and the pursuit of  
higher educational opportunities.

Jessica Jiao began at age 9 and pro-
gressed to ACE level. She will grad-
uate from LaGuardia High School 
with a 4.0 GPA and attend George-
town University in the fall. Jessica 
not only excelled in First Tee’s Life 
Skills and education programs she 
has been a Morgan Stanley Women’s 
Mentoring Intern, received a WMGA 
College Scholarship and is a terrific 
golfer! Jessica has her own nonprof-
it foundation focused on helping 
children around the world receive 
opportunities such as the ones she 
has had at First Tee Met NY.

LIFE SKILLS CURRICULUM
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Path to College (PTC) provides participants with the critical tools and skills they need to prepare for college. Through educational  
seminars, workshops, college visits, and one-on-one tutorials, the objective is to provide every participant and their parents with the 
access and information they need to successfully navigate both the college application process and life after college. PTC is delivered 
through: Individual Tutoring Program offers tutoring services in all subjects for 2nd-12th grade. SAT prep classes are available  
throughout the year. The ACE Scholars Program aimed specifically at middle school students who show commitment to First Tee and 
their academics and are interested in gaining admission to NYC’s top high schools. The Summer STEM Academy provides participants 
with a fun and immersive way to study golf  through the perspective of  Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM).

PATH TO COLLEGE

2019 HIGHLIGHTS

Scholarships 
Given

AWARDED
$65k for ACE
$65K for Summer 
STEM Academy

Academic 
hours per year

Academic 
hours per year

Scholarships

Ace Scholars

College Line-Up High Schoool Line-Up

made the Honor Roll. entering 9th grade were accepted into 
competitive college-prep high schools.

participants recruited 
from community
outreach programs 73

77%
Path to College

participants demonstrated 

academic subjects.

students have 
remained inTFTMNY 
programs for 4+ years.*

participants displayed 
readliness to advance in 
grade level in fall. 97% 85%92%

100%

40%

3850

1250

$130K

55
Participants

Participants

Tutoring

50 ,

,
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Since 2003, the Rudin family hosts the annual Lew Rudin Charity Classic at Deepdale Golf  Club. Funds raised 
at the event provide up to full tuition scholarships to New York University for deserving First Tee Met New 
York participants. Since inception more than $2 million has been raised to fund this outstanding educational 
opportunity. Tin Lon Chiu, class of  2024 Lew Rudin Scholar shares the impact First Tee and the scholarship 
to NYU have made on his life.

Dear Mr. Michael Rudin,

My name is Tin Lon Chiu, the class of  2024 Lew Rudin Scholar. I wanted to personally 
thank you for your generosity in continuing to support First Tee and allowing them to  
provide truly unforgettable experiences and alleviating the financial burden of  attending 
college for participants like me.

My journey at First Tee of  Metropolitan New York started seven years ago at the Brooklyn 
Campus. I was new to the game of  golf, and my father decided to bring us to the driving 
range to gauge my interest. With our first token in hand, my father noticed the stack of  First 
Tee pamphlets and took one home. After the driving range session, my parents discussed 
enrolling me within the First Tee to explore the game of  golf  since no one in our family 
knew how to play. My mother, being the education-oriented parent, brought up the fact that 
the pamphlet mentioned an opportunity to get a scholarship to NYU. It would be a long way 
before any of  us started to think about college. Within the next week, we signed up for our 
first class.

First Tee has provided me with opportunities from the beginning, allowing me to apply  
what I’ve learned from the Life Skills Experience to the real world. Shortly after my first 
introduction to community service in the First Tee, I volunteered with class operations. 
What initially began as collecting buckets and refilling stalls turned into assisting the coaches 
run First Tee and PGA Junior summer camps. Helping to pass down the same set of  skills 
I learned as a participant dramatically developed my character while also reinforcing all that 
I’ve learned.  I can say with confidence that my experience volunteering for First Tee has 
served as the inspiration to participate in other community service opportunities. Currently,  
I am a volunteer tutor for a non-profit organization that offers free high school and  
standardized test tutoring to financially disadvantaged students over the internet. In the  
upcoming fall semester, I plan to teach introductory college-level Calculus and Economics  
to other high school students over the internet.

Aside from volunteering, I took part in an interfacility travel team and competed in a variety 
of  golf  tournament leagues. Being a part of  First Tee of  Metropolitan New York has 
allowed me to dive deeper into the game of  golf  and ultimately forge relationships that I 
know will last a lifetime. With each new season, hundreds of  new participants get the chance 
to play at truly remarkable courses or start their competitive golf  journey. Over these seven 
and a half  years, I have gained fond memories, an incredibly supportive community, and 
lessons that I know have made their mark will continue to do so throughout my life. To this 
day, I remain astonished at how I’ve been able to meet such diverse people, participate in 
truly once in a lifetime opportunities, and develop myself  – all through a swing of  a club.

Respectfully,  
Tin Lon Chiu
First Tee of  Metropolitan New York Participant 
and Class of  2024 Lew Rudin Scholar

LEW RUDIN SCHOLAR

First Tee has 
provided me with 
opportunities 
from the 
beginning, 
allowing me to 
apply what I’ve 
learned from the 
Life Skills 
Experience to 
the real world.

“
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The Morgan Stanley Women’s and Girls’ Golf  & FORE Mentoring Program combines a day of  career development and a day on the 
course playing golf!

Now in its fifth year, Morgan Stanley provides funding for internship opportunities for female students at First Tee Met NY as well  
as a unique opportunity for the participants to learn something from each other. Career Day is a highlight for our girls as they enter the 
Morgan Stanley headquarters. The girls participate in interview and resume workshops to help them prepare for professional opportunities. 
This year the Day on the Course was hosted by Sleepy Hollow Country Club. This experience gives First Tee girls an opportunity to teach 
the Morgan Stanley women many of  First Tee’s core training techniques, while benefiting from a networking experience and a lesson in 
golfing fundamentals.

It’s a career training experience like few others; First Tee girls’ partner with Morgan Stanley volunteer mentors who help introduce the girls 
to finance and then share a round of  golf  together. Many thanks to Valerie Wong Fountain, First Tee Met New York board member, for 
spearheading this meaningful program.

WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ 
GOLF AND FORE

Golf  outing at Sleepy Hollow Country Club

Career Day at Morgan Stanley headquarters.
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PARTICIPANT OPPORTUNITY 
HIGHLIGHTS / AWARD
Evan Koutsopetras, 15, has been involved at First Tee of Metropolitan New York since he was seven. 
Like most teens, he has grown significantly over the last eight years. Unlike most teens, he has had to 
overcome being told by many he would never get where he is today. If you ask Evan, he will tell you his 
story is one of perseverance – a deep-rooted characteristic strengthened in him through his First Tee 
experience. Diagnosed with Autism at three, rejected by several private schools and told flat out he would 
not earn a high school diploma based on his diagnosis, Evan set out to prove he could perform both 
academically and athletically in a typical, public high school. Evan is now an academic honor roll student, 
is the number one player on his high school golf team, took a trip to Pebble Beach to play alongside 
legends in the 2019 PURE Insurance Championship Impacting the First Tee, and volunteers regularly. 
He credits First Tee for helping him relate to others and being able to truly connect with his peers. He 
has found a mentor in coach Anthony Rodriguez and has big plans for his future, where he will continue 
to meet each challenge head on. “I firmly believe that the life lessons I’ve learned in the First Tee have 
directly prepared me for the obstacles I’ve had to overcome as well as the challenges I expect to face in 
the future.”

Remi Shendell has been an active First Tee participant for 9 years. In recent years she was an ACE 
Scholars Tutor and a counselor/coach for Coach Bills Summer Camp at Plainfield West 9. A highlight 
of her First Tee journey was an appearance on the Golf Channel announcing she was one of seven high 
school graduates selected as the inaugural First Tee College Scholarship Class of 2020! Participants 
also received a special congratulatory message from First Tee Honorary Chair, President George W. 
Bush. Remi will attend Emory University, majoring in Biology and Human Health. She is an AP Scholar 
with honors and was active at her school serving as captain of the golf team. “My experiences with 
First Tee have inspired me to make a positive impact specifically by creating positive change worldwide 
through cross-cultural connections. I have had opportunities that have changed my life, and those   
memories can be attributed to First Tee.” First Tee College Scholarship Program is open to active 
participants graduating from high school who meet the minimum requirements.

Joaquin Matti and Jaylon McDuffie were selected to represent First Tee Met NY in the First Tee 
Champions Challenge in Naples, Florida and did a fantastic job as ambassadors. Both were chosen due 
to their exemplary academic and golf talents. Joaquin started at First Tee Met NY Plainfield West 9 
Campus ten years ago at age 6 and has reached ACE level. He attends weekly classes and also volunteers 
regularly for the Target, PLAYer and Par classes. While at the Challenge he demonstrated his ability to 
lead his peers by example. Other players gravitated toward Joaquin and became the “honorary captain”. 
His demeanor and outgoing personality are great qualities and his leadership skills allowed him to thrive 
at the tournament. Jaylon is a rising Junior at Fordham Prep in The Bronx and is an ACE Scholar. He 
carries a single digit handicap. Earlier this year he was accepted into The Bridge Golf Foundation in 
Harlem where he can continue to work on his golf game and his education. He was such a outstanding 
volunteer and role model at the First Tee Met New York Mosholu Campus, we extended an invitation 
for him to work with us the last two Summers as a GolfWorks Intern.

Remi Shendell 

“My experiences with 
First Tee have inspired 
me to make a positive 

creating positive change 
worldwide through 
cross-cultural
connections. I have had 
opportunities that have 
changed my life, and 
those memories can be 
attributed to First Tee.

Evan Koutsopetras
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AWARDS AND EVENTS

True Inspiration Award given to First Tee Met NY by the Chick-fil-A Foundation Ryan Family Outing at Essex County Country Club

Mastercard Founders Invitational at Mountain Ridge Country Club

The Creek Fall Invitational

First Tee Met NY receives the WMGA 2019 Judy Bell Award named after the first 
female president of the USGA

The 17th Lew Rudin Charity Golf  Classic at Deepdale Golf  Club

Winged Keel Group Benefit at Quaker Ridge

Young Benefactors 19th Hole Event at Liberty National
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14% 27% 15% 15% 17% 14%

General
Giving

Trustees/
Foundations

Corporate
Sponsorships

Golf
Associations

Events Programs

2019 REVENUE SOURCES

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS
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2019 DONORS

National Trustees 
Fireman Family

Rudin Family

Ryan Family

Whitney Family

Wilf  Family  

$100,000+ 
Champion

Fireman Foundation

Mastercard International 

Northern Trust

New York Life

The Dow Family 
Foundation

Rudin Family 
Foundation

Kenneth Whitney

Wilf  Family Foundation

$20,000 - $99,999 
Patron

Broadridge Financial 
Solutions

CDW

Chelsea Piers 
Scholarship Fund

Citi Foundation

Dell

Michael Eglit

Gray Foundation

Konica Minolta

McAfee

Met PGA Junior  
Golf  Association

MGA Foundation

Morgan Stanley

PGA Superstore

Pinkerton Foundation

PSE&G

The Horizon Foundation 
for New Jersey

FrederickWaddell

Paul Zoidis 

$10,000 - $19,999 
Mentor

American Junior 
Golf Foundation

Gene Bernstein
Doug & Lily Band 
Barclays
Robert Barrack
Boston Properties 
Burning Tree 
Country Club

Matt Casner

CBRE

David Cohen

Dean Criares

Diamond Rose Ann 
Foundation Inc.

Jessie Betts 

Dreyfuss

Seth Drucker

Teddy Durkin

Ernst & Young, LLP 

William Fogg

Galway Bay  Foundation 
Inc.

Michael Geltzeiler

George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. 
Foundation

John and Diana Gilbert 

Derek Gillespie

Intel

Michelle & Joe Jacobs 

Christopher Jeffries 

Benjamin Jenkins 

Madeleine Johnson  

Natie Kirsh

Gerry and Penney  
Klingman

KPMG

Elaine & Ken Langone 

Thomas H. Lee

M&T Bank

New York Mets 
Foundation Inc. 

Northville Industries

O’Connell  Foundation
PGA Tour

Pure Insurance

Ryan Family Foundation

John Samuels

Marc Schumer

Lee Shavel

Tennis Club of  
Riverdale, Inc

The Bisignano Family 

The O’Connell Family 
Foundation Inc.

The Ted & Meredith 
Segal Foundation

David Tulchin

Verizon

Wasserman Foundation

WB Wood

Noel Weil

$5,000 - $9,999 
Advocate 

Acquavella Family 
Foundation

Alexandra and  
Martin Symonds 
Foundation, Inc.

John Beinecke

Braunstein Turkish LLP

Capital One N.A.

Michael Casey

Gretchen Clayton

Rod Donnelly

Eastdil Securities, LLC

Eden Golf  Media LLC

Empire Merchants

Thomas Evans

First Nationwide Title 
and Amtrust

Jonathan Foster

Valerie Wong Fountain

Jon Fouts

Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver, & Jacobson LLP

Geller & Company LLC

Goldfarb & Fleece LLP

Iovino Enterprises 
Partners

Peter Labonski

Paul Leff

Paul Lopez

Frank Majors

MGG Investment 
Group LP

David Mulle
Michael Nash
NJSGA Youth 
Foundation

Blakely Page

Palo Alto Networks 

Katie Rudolph

Frank Serravalli

Allie, Ben & Jackson 
Shapiro

Stanley S. Shuman
TD Charitable 
Foundation

The Leviton  
Foundation Inc.

The Papachristidis 
Family

The Patrina Foundation 

J.H. Treiber

The Treiber Family 
Foundation Inc.

Tiger Woods Foundation

US Trust, Bank of 
America

USGA

Ted & Dani Virtue 

Philip Waterman

Wells Fargo

Wells Fargo Advisors

Whippoorwill Club 
Foundation, Inc.

Richard Whitney

$1000 - $4,999 
Coach 

Daniel Aballi

Aaron Abrahms

David Amsterdam

Matthew Andrews

Vishal Bakshi
Teb Barnard

Stuart Bernstein

Samuel Black

Bloomberg L.P.

BMW North America 
Mitchell Bornstein
Francis Boulton

Joshua Buffolino

Michael Carey

Robert Catell
Manny Coby/State Farm 
Coca-Cola
Colliers International

James Cooper
John Corrado
Covington & Burling LLP
Kevin Daly

Mark Dimilia

Joseph Divincenzo

Marc Feinberg

Aaron Feldman

Michael Ferdman

Brooks Ferring

William Ferring

Jeffrey Fine

Joshua Finkbeiner

Gwen Fisher

Thomas Flexner

Andrew Formato

David Fox

Haynes and Julie 
Gallagher

Hunter Gellin

Russell Gertmenian

Gibson, Dunn & 
Crutcher LLP

Michael Gigliotto

Jay Glazer

Michael Gleicher

Gary Goldberg

Sam Gordon

Gregory Greifeld

Ken & Liz Whitney
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2019 DONORS
Thomas Haubenreich

Adam Heller

Christopher Herron

Michael Hight

Jean Hill

Eric Hoening

Richard Horowitz

Jared Horowitz

Timothy Hultquist

iheartmedia

Drew Isaacson

William Jacobs

Sandra Jaskol

Timothy Johnson

Mark Johnson

Thomas Quincy Jones

Jones Lang LaSalle 
Americas, Inc

JP Morgan Chase Co.

Tom Keating

Kevin Keating

Frank Keshtgar

Timothy Kisling

Joseph Kusnan

Aloy O. Ibuzor

Pat Leahy

John Lee

Liantonio Family 
Foundation

Thomas McAteer

Michael McCall

David McGranahan

Greg McLaughlin

William Mentlik

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner & Smith Inc.

Metropolitan Jr  
PGA Foundation

Justin Metz

Michael Mingolelli

Pat Mucci

Brett Mufson

Jacquelyn Mullens

Eric Naison-Phillips

Nora Ephron and 
Nicholas Pileggi 
Foundation

Normandy Real Estate 
Partners

Gus Nuzzolese

Pamela Glazer 
Architect, PLLC

Alex Papachristidis

JP Paquin

Michael Perrucci

Lester Petracca

Darren Pfefferman

PGA of  America

Stephen Plavin

Jonathan Pollack

PWC

Rich Racanelli

Rick Ramsay

RBC Wealth 
Management

Jon Reese

Anthony Roberts

Frederik Roikjer

Michael Rosenberg

Lloyd Rosenman

Craig Rosenman

Roxiticus Golf  Club

Jennifer Rudolph

Scarsdale Golf  Club

Lee Schreibstein

Alexander Schwartz

Hoke Slaughter

Todd Smith

Evan Speiser

Starwood Property Trust

Stifel

Stonepeak Partners

Robert Stricoff

Suffolk Transportation 
Services, Inc.

Justin Sussman

Peter Tessler

The LPGA Foundation

The Mazursky Family 
Foundation

Thomas Quincy Jones

Seth Tobin

Alexander Tracy

Sean Traynor

Upper Montclair 
Country Club

Mark Van Zandt

Jeffrey Verschleiser

A. Michael Weber

David Weitz

Philip Westerman

Patrick Whyte

Stefani Wiener

Youth on Course

Richard Zinman

Up to $1000 
Leader 

Mark Adler

Advantage Tennis Inc.

Michael Agrimis

Joel Albarella

David Alin

Tony Allen

AllianceBernstein  
Matching Gift Program

American Express 
Foundation

Mark Anderson

Mark Annunziata

William Austin

Amanda Ayers

Richard Bader

Nelson Baetjer

Gabrielle  Balit

Andrew Bank

Bank of  America  
Matching Gift Program

Judith Bardi

Neil Barnett

Amanda Beebe

Aaron Beim

Thomas Bejgrowicz

Matthew Bellah

Ian Bellah

Mitchell Benov

Alicia Benov

Chad Berger

Akshay Bery

Rebecca Binder

Sylvia Bishop

Judy Bodner

Thomas Bohjalian

Ned Bolcar

Todd Bordonaro

Charlie Boutwell

Shannon Boyle

Laura Bracey

Matthew Brennan

Brooke Brennan

Mike Brenny

Mike Brown

Jen Browne

Michael Vincent 
Bubolo Jr.

James Buckley

Eileen Buckley

Linh Bui

Kevin Bundschuh

Bunker Hill American 
Taproom

Dean Burger

Maura Burger

Anna Burgess

Melissa Bye

Ryan Byrnes

Edward Carbone

Sharon Carty

Robert Carvalho

Collin Cassidy

Steve Castar

Brian Caulin

Terrence Cavanaugh

Dorian Cervantes

Wendy Chan

Brandon Charnas

Darrell Chilton

Thaleia Christidis

Emily Claffey

Collier Clegg

Graeme Clements

Mary-Jo Cliff

Chierika Coco Ukogu

Jake Cohan

Frank Cohen

Robin Cohen

John Concannon

Tara Consolati

Latasha Cooper

Peter Cooper

Corporate Specialties

John Cronin

Joseph Curley

Michael Cutlip

Vincent D’Angelo

Andrew Dady

Michael Dailey

Daniel Daly

Christopher Dana

Gus Dangremond

Debbie Davidson

Bryan Davis

Jeffrey Day

DCO Energy, LLC

Jean DeBellas

John DeMarco

Mary Dennis

Matthew Devine

Edel Devitt

Jon Diament

Sandy Diamond

Dane Dickler

Mathew W. Diconza

Ben Dimauro

Michael Ditursi

David Dobson

Matt Doherty

Bryan Donohoe

Mike Donovan

Steven Dorfman

Dennis Driscoll

Michael Driscoll

Ross Drucker

Ira Dubowy

Joshua Dubrow

Jill Dugan
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2019 DONORS

Dyal Capital Partners

Kiara Dziama

Edward Eager

Kate Earls

Frederick Echeverria

Scott Ehrenberg

Joseph Eisler

Paul Emery

Timothy Erb

Al Esposito

Jordan Farnam

Mark Feinberg

Brittany Ferrante

Pauline Ferstenberg

Henry Ferstenberg

Mitchell Feuer

Linda Fiorentino

Raphael Fishbach

Lauren Fitzpatrick

Edward Fitzpatrick

Noel Flagg

Kevin Flagg

Samuel Foley

John Foley

George Fontana

Tom Ford

Jay Ford 

Fort Hamilton 
High School

Brian Foster

Matt Fox

Asher Fried

Alan Friedman

Marc and Mindy 
Friedman

Bernard Gallagher

Karla Garza

John Geldert

Loretta Gelfand

Nick Gerace

Campbell Gerrish

Joseph Giannola

Robert Giardinelli

Brendan Gill

Michael Giobbe

Giordano Garden 
Services, Inc.

Gerard Girardi

Warren Gisser

Erika Glick

Alex Gnoy

Wendy and James Gold

Sandy Goldstein

Golf  Stix, Inc

Brian Gonzales

Geoff  Grable

Claire Grieve

Joyceann  Griggs

Richard Grogan

Kirsten Grueter

Ellidia Guan

Hammond Hanlon 
Camp

Jill Hanna

Phoebe Happ

John Hardiman

Edward Harrison

Kevin Haughey

Rachel Hennessey

Matthew Herr

Mack Hicks

Frank Higgins

David Hirschberg

Clarke Hitch

Peter Holloway

Loel Holloway

William Hook

Mary Hoover

Madison Horl

Howard Horn

Tami Hough

Cynthia Howard

Katrina Howard

Lei Huang

Brent Hurley

Andrew Isikoff

Sharon Jacquet

Joseph Jahrsdoerfer

Jimmie James

Chad Johnson

Matthew W. Johnson

David Jones

JP Morgan Chase 
Foundation

Matthew Kaiser

Philip Kanfer

Lauren Kang

J. Neil Kazan

Greg Kelly

Michael Kerper

Trevor Kieltyka

Brian Kilduff

Ina Kim

Jonathan Kim

Brendan King

Tom Klingman

Kaela Klune

Nadine Knapp

Michael Koeneke

Robert Koff

Ed Kohler

Richard Koppelman

Richard Krain

Ryan Kunkel

Robert Lacosta

Jonathan Laico

Andy Laine

Kathy Lapkowski

Mary Laughlin

Seth Lax

Hally Leadbetter

TA Leahy

John P. Lecky

Legg Mason Global 
Asset Management

Lawrence Leo

Angela Leone

Levitt Fuirst  
Associates, Ltd.

James Li

Abby Liebenthal

Todd Liker

Mark Linehan

Judson Linville

Paul Lipani

Jack Lockwood

Nancy Lombardo

S.J. Long

Art Lorenz

Nora Lum

Gene Lynch

Claire Lynch

Terrence MacConnell

Tony Maddalena

Debbie Madden

Suzanne Mandel

Peter Mandelkern

Adam Mantin

Jake Margolis

Eleanor Marrs

Eugene Martens

David Martin

Eduardo Martinez

Blake Mastalir

Bobbie Mathew

Ned May

Erick Mazariegos

Milo McBride

Cara McGonigle

Brooke Mckay

Ross McLaughlin

Mark W.  Mcmillin

Myron Meadow

Karin Melkonian

Andrew Menzin

Michael F. Ronca & Sons

Greg Millard

Cathy Miller

Milo McBride

John Mizerek

Edward Molloy

William Moore III

Marina Muehlke

Kevin Mullens

Patricia Mullens

Jake Muller

Christopher H. 
Mumford

Christopher Mumford

Jack Nelson

Pete Nelson

Mark Neuman

Williamine Newman

Bjorn Nordin

James Nugent

Emma O’ Driscoll

Megan O’Conor

Edward O’Reilly

Michael Oconnell

Chase Olcott

Sam Oliver

Edward Olsen

John Onwualu

Rey Padilla

Irene Parrino

Tyler Parsons

Joshua Pastor

Johanna Pastore

Robert Perper

Hubert Peterson

Samuel Petrucci

Matthew Phillips

Marc Pietroforte

Vicki Plowden

Gregory Powell

David Pratt

Chengai Quan

Nicole Rae

Beth Rakin

Alan Rauch

James Ray

Nick Rebholz

Michael Reed

Kerri Riccardo

Lincoln Richards

Gerry Ritterman

Frank Rizzo

Graham Robertson

Norma Suarez Rodriguez
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2019 DONORS

William Rogers

Pamela Rogers

Claire Rogers

Erin Rogol

Jay Rohela

Louis Romano

David Ronco

Steve Rosen

Derek Roth

Ronald Rothstein

Round Hill Energy

Rob Rusk

Paul Rust

Veronica Ryan

Michael Saccone

Chris Saenger

Al-Nisa Salaam

Robert Salvatico

Eugene Schatz

Robert Seelig

Pratik Sharda

Share Your Wish LLC

Alex Shaw

Jeffrey Shi

Samvir Sidhu

Richard Sigal

Akhil Singh

Robert Sitman

Tripp Smith

Joel Smith

Brenda Smith

South Shore Ladies 
Golf  Club

Jordan Stein

Allen Stemberger

Denise Strain

Marc Sulam

Maria Sulimirski

Joel Suskin

Timothy Suspenski

Connor Swarbrick

Bart Swenson

Hailan Tang

James Taylor

Gabrielle Tazza

The McGonigal Cousins

Eric Thomes

Carolyn Thomes

Molly Tilton

Tisch Foundation, Inc.

Alexandra Toth

Daniel Tozzi

William Treiber

Kira Treyvus

Alexander Tuff

Justin Tuinstra

William Unis

Hannah Van Sickle

Jody Varvaro

John J. Vaske

Peter Ventrella

John Wade

Walker Wainwright

William Wallace

Michael Weinreb

Peter Weisman

Aaron Welsh

Andrew Wenner

Everett Weston

Gloria Wheeler-Strong

Maureen Whitaker

Charles White

David Wilck

Scott Wilk

Edward Willett

Peter Wilson

Rosie Wishner

Women’s Metropolitan 
Golf  Association

Susan Wu

Anuroop Yadav

Jane Yeager

YouCause, LLC

MindyZakarin

Ronald F  Zander

Ron Zazworsky

Todd Ziplow

Kevin Zitar

Jason Zubatkin
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Mosholu Golf Course
3545 Jerome Avenue

The Bronx, NewYork 10467
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